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We, the communities of people who use drugs in Asia, call for a renewed commitment to
evidence-based, human rights-centered approaches to address the drug-related health and social
concerns in our region. The theme for this year, "The evidence is clear: invest in prevention,” is a
timely reminder that effective drug policies must be rooted in science, research, and a deep
understanding of the social, economic, and health implications of drug use.

As communities directly impacted by drug use, we have witnessed firsthand the devastating
consequences of punitive drug policies that prioritize criminalization over public health and
human rights. Our members face daily challenges in accessing essential health and social services,
including harm reduction programs, drug treatment, and rehabilitation. This has had a profound
impact on the health and well-being of our communities, leading to increased rates of HIV, Viral
Hepatitis, Overdose, and other drug-related harms.

The Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) of the United Nations, which represents 31 UN
agencies, unanimously endorsed the decriminalization of drug use and possession during their
second regular session in 2018 held in Manhasset, New York, on November 7-8. This significant
decision calls on member states to adopt policies that emphasize health and human rights over
punitive measures. Subsequently, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has called for the decriminalization of drug use and possession for personal use,
and the promotion of harm reduction strategies that respect the human rights of people who use
drugs?. Similarly, the UN Joint Program on Human Rights in the Philippines (UN]JP), led by the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB), and the
Department of Justice (DOJ) had recently had discussions during their “Drug Policy Summit” on
the new approach of the country to drug policy under a novel health, social, and developmental
pillar in the ‘Enhanced Philippine Drugs Strategy’ focusing on the importance of a public health-
oriented, human rights-based approach to drug policy?.

On March 22, 2024, at the 67th session of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(CND), a key resolution was adopted that, for the first time, recognized harm reduction as a critical
component of an effective public health response. This resolution encourages member states to
implement harm reduction measures to mitigate the adverse health and social impacts of non-
medical use of illicit drugs3.

As communities of people who use drugs in Asia, we echo these calls and urge our governments
to take immediate action to implement these evidence-based, human rights-centered approaches.
Specifically, we call for the following:

1. Decriminalization of drug use and possession for personal use*: The criminalization of drug use
and possession has had a devastating impact on our communities, driving us further into the
margins of society and making it harder for us to access the support we need.

1 https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2024/02 /policies-drugs-must-advance-rights-including-
health-turk-says

2 https://philippines.un.org/en/266200-un-emphasizes-public-health-and-human-rights-based-approaches-
philippine-drug-policy-summit

Shttps://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre /pressreleaseandstatementarchive /2024 /march/20240322_har
m-reduction
4https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance /DPA_Fact_Sheet_Approac
hes_to_Decriminalization_Feb2015_1.pdf


https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drugs/index-new.html
https://unsceb.org/sites/default/files/imported_files/CEB-2018-2-SoD.pdf

Decriminalization, as recommended by the OHCHR, is a crucial first step in ensuring that
people who use drugs are treated with dignity and respect and can access the health and social
services they require.

2. Expansion of harm reduction services: Harm reduction strategies, such as needle and syringe
programs, opioid agonist maintenance treatment (OAT), and overdose prevention, have been
proven to be effective in reducing the harms associated with drug use while respecting the
human rights of people who use drugs. However, access to these services remains limited in
many parts of Asia. We call on our governments to prioritize the expansion of harm reduction
services, in line with the recommendations of the OHCHR.

3. Increased investment in evidence-based prevention and treatment: The theme of this year
emphasizes the importance of investing in prevention. We believe that this approach must be
complemented by increased investment in evidence-based treatment and rehabilitation
services that are tailored to the needs of people who use drugs. These services should be
accessible, affordable, and free from stigma and discrimination. We also urge our
governments to invest in supporting the social reintegration of people who use drugs, creating
an atmosphere that respects their rights as individuals and provides options for secure
livelihoods. This holistic approach is crucial for empowering our communities and ensuring
their permanent welfare and life-long security.

4. Meaningful involvement of people who use drugs in policy and program development: As
communities directly impacted by drug use, we are the experts on our own experiences and
needs. We call on our governments to ensure that we are meaningfully involved in the
development and implementation of drug policies and programs, in line with the principle of
"Nothing About Us Without Us”>.

Importantly, we also call on all member states to engage and commit to the Global Support. Don't
Punish campaign, which has been advocating for drug policies based on health and human rights
for over a decade. This grassroots-centered initiative has mobilized communities affected by the
"war on drugs" and their allies to engage with policymakers, raise awareness, and put harm
reduction on the political agenda. By joining this campaign, our governments can demonstrate
their commitment to evidence-based, human rights-centered approaches to drug policy in Asia.

We stand ready to work alongside our governments, the OHCHR, the UNODC, and other
stakeholders to ensure that the promise of this year's theme, "The evidence is clear: invest in
prevention,” is realized in our region. Together, we can create a world where people who use drugs
are treated with dignity, respect, and compassion, and where our communities are empowered to
lead healthy, fulfilling lives.
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